CHAPTER XXI
Same Religious Legends which directed the Course of
History
RELIGIOUS legends had their effect on history in
all ages. They were the source of a number
of great phenomena and events, and the support
of great states which were built on their foundations,
as well as obscure heroes who derived from them the
elements of their heroism and borrowed the garb
of their sovereignty.- They were also stronger and
deeper in their moral effect'; they invaded the nations
of history, traced for them the programmes of life, and
fashioned for them the desired creeds, principles and
traditions.
Not a single great religion is free from a number
of these strong legends. But those of them which are
connected with sovereignty and politics had greater
influence on the course of historical events. Yet
political leadership in such legends was nothing but
the result of religious leadership. As the appeal to
the quality of a prophet weakened in the course of
time since the rise of the great religions and the con-
solidation of their foundations, these legends always
took the form of the heritage of prophecy or some-
thing appertaining to it.
These religio-political legends attained in Islamic
states the zenith of their power and success, and one
of them, the Mahdi legend, was the strongest and most
far-reaching "in "effect We know that the Shiites
erecfearthe edifice of their religious and political
doctrine on a number of these legends and supposi-
tions, and preaching the expected Mahdi was the
banner of their political doctrine after consolidating